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CITATION IN HOMAGE TO HER ROYAL HIGHNESS
PRINCESS MAHA CHAKRI SIRINDHORN
HONORARY DOCTORATE OF PHILOSOPHY IN THAI STUDIES
THAKSIN UNIVERSITY
ACADEMIC YEAR BUDDHIST ERA 2544 (2001 A.D.)
MONDAY THE NINETEENTH, NOVEMBER, BUDDHIST ERA 2544
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Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn has manifestly applied
and dedicated Herself industriously and strenuously to the conservation, restoration,
and development of Thai national and local wisdom in the science and art of Thai
Studies. Her educational qualifications range over the fields of history, arts,
archeology, and the doctorate in development education. Her expertise also extends
to many other fields: music, home economics, the humanities and social sciences,
and science and technology, which enhance Her gracious contributions to the
development of resources human, natural, as well as cultural, that have brought
utmost joy and pride to Thai people.

Her Royal Highness has continuously engaged in the conservation and
restoration of national arts for years, having headed the task force to restore the
Monastery of the Emerald Buddha, directed the decoration of Wimanmek Palace,
and chaired meetings of the committee directing the reconstruction of architectural
work in the company of experts. She is interested in every branch of Thai
craftsmanship, Her favorites being painting, sculpture, and crafted invention. On
Her own She laid gold leaves onto the roof of the third pavilion of the memorial to
King Rama V. She initiated the instruction of the ten traditional categories of craft
at the Grand Palace to restore the fine crafts of the court of old. In music Her
expertise must be considered that of a genius. She plays Thai musical instruments,
sings Thai songs, and is an accomplished music scholar. Active in the conservation
of Thai music, She encourages educational institutions of all levels to take up Thai
music, often joining school and college students as well as general public in Thai
music performance. She promotes the production of musical instruments by
craftsmen, and Her private collection of musical instruments numbers more than
400 pieces. Her determination to undertake the tasks of conservation and restoration
of national arts stands out in splendor over the land. Furthermore, Her Royal
Highness is expert in Thai and its dialects and in foreign languages related to Thai,
namely, Pali, Sanskrit, Khmer, Chinese, and English, among others. This expertise
has resulted in Her numerous literary creations in prose and verse alike. In
substance, She stresses in Her literary creations subjects about the country, religion,
custom, panegyric, music, archeology, education, history, belles-lettres, home
economics, information technology, development of innovations for skill enhancement
in the teaching and learning of Thai, and tourist documentary, the last intended to
foster amicable understanding between Thailand and other countries.



Her Royal Highness possesses versatility and facility of mastery of all
disciplines. In keeping with the glorious tradition of Her refined royal birthright, She
conducts Herself nobly with deeds benefiting all and manners exquisite. A model
of gratitude, She has, as one can clearly witness, faithfully served Her Royal Father
and Mother by undertaking tasks on Their behalves both in Thailand and abroad.
All Her trips have been intended for the common good and for the good of the
country and people. She has devoted Her physical energy to public good in a
manner that ordinary people would find hard to emulate. The Thai Heart Foundation
symbolizes Her heart of great kindness to soldiers, police, and civil servants who
have made sacrifices in defense of the country. The Thai Red Cross symbolizes
the dignity of being Thai, where She performs tasks to quench suffering and nurture
happiness for people the world over. The Memorial Foundation to King Rama Il
under Royal Patronage symbolizes the stream of knowledge in Thai Studies rich
in the wealth of Thai artistic culture and wisdom, with its museum of ethnology
depicting the Thai way of life of the Rattanakosin Period, displaying an ancient
Thai house for educational purposes, and being provided with an open-air theater
for shows and performances of Thai drama as created by the late King in
celebration of His Late Majesty's greathess. The museum also preserves and
transmits information on the history of the nation as well as the knowledge of
Thai Studies for all Thai people to be aware of the value of the treasures and take
pride in being Thai.

Whereas Her Royal Highness has performed numerous deeds for the
conservation and restoration of Thai heritage, symbolizes the quality of being Thai,
is an emissary of Thai culture on visits to the neighboring countries of Southeast
Asia and other countries to make known the dignity of being Thai and foster good
understanding among mankind, and is expert in all branches of knowledge of Thai
Studies, the Thaksin University Council, at its second meeting of Buddhist Era 2544
(2001 A.D.) on March 31, Buddhist Era 2544, was unanimous in its resolution to
reverently tender to Her Royal Highness the honorary degree of Doctorate of
Philosophy in Thai Studies in recognition of Her noble achievements justly evident
to the academic world, and so as to do great honor and grace to Thaksin University
for perpetuity.

¥






